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These are the signs which have not proved to belong to
the first group (the promised signs) or the second one (definite
signs). This group is subject to Bada' and can be changed.

However« it must be said that the signs of the advent are
classified as definite and indefinite< while Imam's (A.S.) very
advent and Uprising are not signs to be divided into definite and
conditioned. It may be said that Ja'far Murtaza meant to classify

the signs of the apocalypse.
Conclusion

The analysis indicated that the hadiths on the signs of Imam
Mahdi's (A.S.) advent can be classified in various forms¢ one of
which being the classification based on the chain of transmis-
sion and content. Another classification is based on the signs'
continuity and discontinuity of the hadith. They can also some-
times be categorized according to the type of event. The other
possible classification is done in terms of Humans' will¢ i.e.¢
the affairs in the occurrence of which humans have no role such
as the loud cry in the sky¢ as well as those in the occurrence of
which human will is involved such as usury and the conflict
between people. Yet¢ hadiths can be grouped based on time.
The other classification that was done by 'Allamah Sha'rani and
some scholars is the appetency of the signs. Definiteness and
indefiniteness of the signs also is another criterion for classi-
fication. Finally¢ the hadith can be grouped according to their

importance.
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the promise was bound to be fulfilled";V second¢ establishment
of the universal Islamic government to be led by Imam Mahdi
(A.S.)¢< which is based the verse " Allah has promised those of
you who have faith and do righteous deeds that He will surely
make them successors in the earth¢ just as He made those who
were before them successors¢ and He will surely establish for
them their religion which He has approved for them« and that He
will surely change their state to security after their fear< while
they worship Me« not ascribing any partners to Me. Whoever is

ungrateful after that—it is they who are the transgressors."®
2. The definite signs

These will happen in the years approaching the advents
such as the rising of Sufyani« al-Khasf bi-1-Bayda' (Earth swal-
lowing [Sufyani's Army] in the land of Bayda)< murder of al-
Nafs al-Zakiyya (the purified soul)¢ etc. Based on Dawud bn
Abi al-Qasim¢ some scholars® consider Bada' permissible.
However: this hadith has a weak chain of transmission and is

not taken into account.

3. conditioned signs

(1) Al-Isra’: 5

(2) An-nur: 55.

(3) E.g.« Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 302; Majlisic (1982). Bihar al-
anwar al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar.c v. 52¢ p. 250;

Hurr Ameli< M. (2004). Ithbat al-huda bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 5¢ p.
369.
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iths? Or does it refer to the signs which are considered certain
because of their frequency in hadiths such that it is believed to
be the sign of Advent« like the spread of oppression and corrup-
tion? Or yet« is it a sign which will doubtlessly happen? Or is it

a sign that the time and place it is specified?

In the present articlec we take the first definition as the
meaning of the definite« 1.e.¢ the signs that have been interpret-
ed as definite or so in hadiths. However¢ the discussion of the
possibility of Bada' (alteration in the divine will) in the case of

the definite signs is beyond the scope of the present study.
Classification based on their importance

Ja'tar Murtaza Amuli classifies the signs into three groups

based on their importance:
1. The promised signs

These signs cannot be changed« advanced:« or delayed since
they are the Divine promises: "Indeed Allah does not break
His promise."” The most obvious signs of the advent are two
events. First¢ the establishment of the pioneering government
that paves the way for Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) advent as implied
in the following verse: "So when the first occasion of the two
[prophecies] came« We aroused against you Our servants pos-

sessing great might¢ and they ransacked [your] habitations¢ and

(1) Ar-Ra'd: 31
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this group of the hadiths with the first group« we can apparently
say that by conditioned signs¢ the narrators mean the indefinite
signs since in the first group¢ conditioned signs are used against
the definite signs and in the second category« the indefinite signs

are compared with the definite ones.

3. Classification of the term into definite and condi-

tioned Hamran's narration from Imam Bagqir (A.S.)

Hamran bn A'in narrated from Imam Bagqir (A.S.) that
"There are two terms: the definite term and conditioned term.
Hamran asks: what do you mean by definite?" Imam (A.S.) re-
plies: "Definite is everything which God set as destined." Ham-
ran hopes the rising of Sufyani to be conditioned. Imam says:
"No« I swear to God¢ Sufyani is definite and inevitable."™" In
addition< Mus'ida bn Sadada narrates from Imam Sadiq (A.S.)
in interpreting " then ordained the term [of your life]—the spec-
ified term is with Him..."® that "the unspecified term is the
conditioned one which is advanced or delayed by God. On the
other hand« the specified term is realized at the set time- without

any delay or advancement."®

In short¢ what do we mean by definite? Does it refer to

the signs which have been interpreted as definite or so in had-

(1) Kulayni« (1986). Al-Kafi. v. 1¢< p. 147.
(2) Al-Anyam: 2
(3) 'Ayyashi. M. (nd.). tafsir al-'Ayyashi. V. 1< p. 354.
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conditioned and some are definite. The rising of Sufyani is defi-

nite."®

Ayyashi and Bahrani® narrate from Imam Bagqir (A.S.)
that "Imam Bagqir (A.S.) states that among the events¢< some are
definite which will inevitably happen. Among the events< some
are conditioned and their occurrence is subject to God. They can
be advanced« removed¢ or set by God's will. Nobody 1s aware of
this (the latter). So¢« what has been brought by His prophets will

occur. He doesn't deny Himself« His prophet« nor His angels."

Both hadiths divide the events into definite and condi-
tioned. In the former« the events refer to the signs of the Imam's
(A.S.) advent« while the latter refers to the general events and

includes all events.
2. Classification of the events into definite and indef-
1nite
Mu'ala bn Khanis quotes from Imam Sadiq (A.S.) that

"some events are definite and some are indefinite¢< but rising

of Sufyani is definite and will happen in Rajab."® Comparing

(1) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301; Majlisic (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 249.

(2) 'Ayyashi¢ (nd.). tafsir al-'Ayyashi. v. 2¢ p. 217 and Bahrani Isfahani¢
(1992). 'Awalim al-ulum wal-ma'arif wal-ahwal min ayat wal-akhbar
wal-aqwal. v. 3¢ p. 268.

(3) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 300; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i 11 Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 249.
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pretation as ""this is a definite event which is inevitable".(

That's why when the narrator asked Imam Bagqir (A.S.)
the meaning of "Mahtum" (definite)« Imam replied: "something
other than which cannot happen". The word "Mahtum" (defi-
nite) has been mentioned in 16 hadiths. In five cases¢ the word
occurs along with "La yakunu ghayru" (which is inevitable). In

one case¢ the word "Hatm" (necessary) is used.

Indefinite signs: some events are considered the signs of
Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) advent; however¢ their occurrence is not
definite and inevitable. They may change or not happen at all.
Accordingly¢ some hadiths refer to them as conditioned signs.
These events are different and numerous and can be found in

various forms in different sources.

Narratives dividing the signs into definite and indefinite

contain the following interpretations:

1. Classification of the events into definite and con-

ditioned.

For example Fazil bn yasar: "Among the events¢< some are

(1) Tusi. (1990). Al-Ghayba. p. 450; Hurr Ameli¢ (2004). Ithbat al-huda
bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 3¢« p. 728; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i 11 Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar.« v. 52« p. 214; Mufid«
(1992). Al-Irshad fi ma'rifa Hujaj Allah ala al-'ibad. p. 360; Arbali¢
(1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 461; Tabarsi¢
(1996). 'Tlam al-wara bi 'llam al-huda.V. 5¢ p. 429.
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Classification based on their certainty

The most important classification of the events occurring
before Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent is categorizing them into
the definite and indefinite ones. This classification was first pre-
sented in a hadith by Imam Baqir (A.S.): "among the events«
some are conditioned and some are definite. The rising of Su-
fyani is definite."® Similarly« Imam Sadiq (A.S.) is quoted that
"some events are definite and some others are indefinite. Among

the definite ones is the rising of Sufyani in Rajab."®

Accordingly¢ there are some categories of the events oc-

curring before Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) advent:

Definite signs which are going to happen before Imam's
(A.S.) uprising and are inevitable. "he told: I hope the rising of
Sufyani is not inevitable. He told: I swear to God:« it is definite

and inevitable."® Some scholars also have focused on its inter-

(1) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301« Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i i Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 249; ' Ayyashi¢
(nd.). tafsir al-'Ayyashi. v. 2¢ p. 64« verse 32; Bahrani Isfahani¢ (1992).
'Awalim al-ulum wal-ma'arif wal-ahwal min ayat wal-akhbar wal-
aqwal. p. 268.

(2) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba..p. 300; Hurr Amelic M. (2004). Ithbat
al-huda bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 5¢ pp. 353« 363.

(3) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-1 al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 249« Hurr
Ameli¢ (2004). Ithbat al-huda bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 5¢ p. 363.



Iva/(uwlg}jutwtjz;néu,)owu;msfau ¢l pole 3 Al & Sl L2l

N
ing?"®

Muhammad bn Muhammad Mufid states that —
"Some of these events are inevitable and some are
conditioned".® Similarly¢ Ali bn 'Isa Arbali argues

that "Some of these events are inevitable and some

are conditioned".® Fital Neishabouri also has used in-

definite and conditioned pair.®

This classification seems to be based on Imam Bagqir's
(A.S.) hadith who divided it into definite and conditioned.
Nu'mani's last statement in the chapter of the Signs of the ad-
vent shows that he considered them conditioned signs. Accord-
ing to Habib-Allah Taheri,® the definite signs are free of any

conditions and must occur before Imam's (A.S.) advent¢ while
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the indefinite signs are conditioned on a term that is not definite

sign of the advent; rather« if the condition is not fulfilled« it can-

not be realized. This sign has expediently considered as a sign
of the advent.

(1) Tabataba'i. (1996). Al-Mizan fi tafsir al-Qur'an. v. 11¢ p. 38.
(2) Mufid« (1992). Al-Irshad fi ma'rifa Hujaj Allah ala al-'ibad. v. 2¢ p. 370.
(3) Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 458)

(4) Fital Neishaburi¢ (1996). Rawza al-wa'zin wa basira al-muti'azin. v. 2«
p. 264.

(5) Tahiri¢ (2001). Sima-i Aftab. p. 270.
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To criticize this view« it can be said that accord-
ing¢ no one must be aware of indefinite affair since
God has not informed His angels and those close to
Him about them« whereas the definite ones have been

narrated in hadiths.

Mulla Sahih Mazandarani classifies God's
knowledge into three types: 1. the one is only known
by God« of which nobody is aware of; 2. The Divine
definite knowledge that was revealed to His prophets
and messengers and is not changeable or reversible;
3. the indefinite knowledge that can be altered in the
divine will.” Accordingly« a third meaning is inferred

based on which¢« some affairs are inevitable revealed

Lty L )1 & g

by God and some revelation of which is not necessary.

Nazir® claims that "Sayyid Muhammad Hussain

Tabataba'i also considers this meaning¢ saying "defi-
nite and unchangeable divine decree and stop trying
and acting" while Allameh said this to reject the il-
lusion of questioner of the Infallible since he states
"should we rely on God and His written definite and

unchangeable divine decree and stop trying and act-

(1) Mazandarani. (1962). Shar-i kafi-al'usul wal-ruwza. v. 6¢ p. 19.
(2) Hasani. (2003). Al-Muslih al-'alimi min al-nazaria ila al-tatbiq.
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there 1s no non-apparent knowledge« whether definite

or indefinite."" There is also a narrative confirming
this¢ which reads: "al-Reza said.... O Solomon! For
the Almighty God¢« some affairs are conditioned and
can be advanced or delayed by His will. O Solomon!
Ali (A.S.) said: "knowledge is of two kinds. First¢ the

one which God taught to His Messengers and angles«

which will be realized since God does not deny Him-
selfc His Messengers¢ and His angles. Second¢ the one
which is kept before God. No creature of Him is aware
of it. He will advance« delay« remove or stable which-
ever He wants."® Narrating from Imam Sadiq (A.S.)
in interpretation of the verse " then ordained the term

[of your life]—the specified term is with Him" (6: 2)¢
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Hasani says: "the first term is the one revealed to the

angels¢ prophets¢< and messengers¢ while the specified
term is kept non-apparent from all creatures."® This

can also confirm the above view.

According to this view« the affairs which God
makes His angels and those close to Him aware of are
definite.

(1) Nu'mani« (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301.
(2) Sadugq¢ (1977). Al-Tawhid. p. 123.
(3) 'Ayyashi. (nd.). tafsir al-'Ayyashi. v. 1¢ p. 355.
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be realized by God in their due time and will never
be disappeared are considered definite. The indefinite
affairs refer to the ones the certainty of their occur-
rence depends on God's will and providence« which
will occur in their own time."” In other words¢ in first
case« God wants them to basically happen in a certain
time. However¢ the occurrence of the second group
in their own time is subject to the Divine providence.
This may be understood from the hadith which Ham-

ran bn A'in narrated from Imam Bagqir (A.S.).®

Criticizing this view¢< Sha'rani argues that it is
better to divide the affairs in to apparent and non-ap-

parent.®)

3. Apparent and non-apparent signs: sing Imam Baqir's
(A.S.) hadith¢ Nazir Yahya Hasani® divided the signs
into apparent and non-apparent. "Since God knows
something¢ but He does want to reveal them to an-
gels and those close to Him¢ tough those are bound
to occur. In addition¢ there some knowledge which

God has revealed to those close to Him. For God:

(1) Hasani. (2003). Al-Muslih al-'alimi min al-nazaria ila al-tatbiq. p. 189.

(2) Nu'mani¢ M. (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301.

(3) Hasani. (2003). Al-Muslih al-'alimi min al-nazaria ila al-tatbiq. p. 189
(quoting Sha'rani)

(4) Hasani. (2003). Al-Muslih al-'alimi min al-nazaria ila al-tatbiq.
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author implies that his criterion in dividing the signs in to defi-
nite and indefinite was the possibility of Bada' (alteration in the
divine will). This classification of the signs into general signs
of the middle Islamic period and the signs occurring years close
to the advent is ambiguous. It is not clear that which years are
considered as middle Islamic period since Imam Mahdi's (A.S.)
advent may happen thousands of years later. Thus¢ classifica-
tion of the signs based on time is subjective¢« not based on the
narratives. Proponents of this view didn't present any evidence

for their classification method.

Classification of the signs into Maktum (apparent) and
Ghair-i Maktiim (none-apparent)

Perhaps one of the factors leading to the differentiation of
the classifications is scholars' differing interpretations of had-
iths¢ who divide the signs into definite and indefinite. There are
different views on Mahtum (definite) and Mugif (conditioned)

events mentioned in hadiths:

1. The definite events are those happened in the past.
Conditioned events are those that will happen in the

future.®

2. The affair the certainty of their occurrence is con-

firmed by God before their occurrence and which will

(1) Ja'fari¢ (2009). Sabil al-khalas. p. 159.

~
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groups:

General signs that are about the deviations of middle Is-
lamic period and so causing the corruption of the human soci-
ety. These are not the signs of the advent and may occur years

before the advent.

The signs that will occur the year approaching the advents
but do not indicate the possibility of occurrence of the advent
in the same very year; rather they indicate the occurrence of
malahim and fitan (fierce battles and trials) that happened long

before the 1ssuance of these hadiths.

The signs talking about the year of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.)

advent or the year before that are classified into two categories:

1. Indefinite signs the occurrence of which is not evi-

table« rather they may or may not occur.

2. Definite signs that are unquestionable and inevita-
ble.(V

According to this view« there is a big difference between
the signs of advent and malahim and fitan. Signs only refer to

the events occurring on the verge of the advent.

In Sabil al-khalas« the same view is presented. The author

classifies the special signs in to definite and indefinite.® The

(1) Surur¢ (2011). Musu'ih 'alamat al-zuhur. p. 179.
(2) Ja'fari¢ (2009). Sabil al-khalas. p. 159.
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However:« the traditional signs of the advent are change-

able due to their origin. It is likely that these signs do not re- A

alized: as the signs were revealed for Hazrat-i Yunus' (A.S.) ‘%%

people« but no calamity was sent to them.™®

3. The traditional signs of the advent can also be the

cause of the advent and lead to the fall or rise of the
society. The fate of Thamud¢« Lut¢< 'Ad¢« and Noah na-
tion show that oppression is both the cause and sign
of the descent of torment. However« the unseen signs
of the advent¢ particularly the definite ones¢ are not
the cause of advent« though are the signs of its occur-
rence (adopted from Mustafa Sadeqi's (A.S.) article
published in ww.futureisbright.net.)

It seems that some of the conditions of the advent< which
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have causal relationship with the advent itselfc has integrat-

ed in this view since the causes of the advent are in causative
stage« while the signs are only related to discovery aspect and
are sometimes occur simultaneously with the occurrence of the

advent¢ and are not the causes of the advent itself.

Classification based on Time

Some scholars divide the signs of the advent into three ¢

jami'i i Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52« p. 204.
(1) Al-Araf: 84
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deniers","V and "the guilty!®

Therefore« any nation engaged in corruption
will face Divine punishment. The signs of advent
which indicate the occurrence of social corruption¢
troubles¢ wars¢ and earthly and heavenly disasters are
derived from historical traditions that are general and

have several examples.

2. The unseen signs of the advent are Mahtum (definite)

and unchangeable. There are five hadiths referring to
them as "Mahtum la budun Minh" (evidently definite):
"it is evidently definite";® "this is a definite event
which is inevitable";® "Sufyani will definitely rise in
Rajab".®

(1) Al Imran: 137¢ Al-An'am: 11

(2) Al-Araf: 84

(3) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 301; Majlisic (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 249; Tabarsic
(1996). 'Tlam al-wara bi 'Ilam al-huda.V. 5¢ pp. 363¢ 269.

(4) Tusi. (1990). Al-Ghayba. p. 450; Hurr Ameli¢ (2004). Ithbat al-huda
bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 3¢ p. 728; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 214; Mufid«
(1992). Al-Irshad fi ma'rifa Hujaj Allah ala al-'ibad. p. 360; Arbali¢
(1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 461; Tabarsi¢
(1996). Tlam al-wara bi 'Tlam al-huda. v. 5¢ p. 429.

(5) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 300; Saduq (1975). Kamal al-din wa
tamam al-ni'ma v. 2¢ pp. 650¢ 652; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar al-
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Army] in the land of Bayda).

Third« the signs indicating unusual and supernatural events

such as Shriek (loud cry) in the sky.

What the three have in common is their definite connection
to the time of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent. Although the time
of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent is unspecified« the time interval
between each of these events and the time of advent is quite
clear,¥ though some of these hadiths' chain of transmissions

and content are problematic.

Differences between the (indefinite) traditional signs

and (definite) unseen signs of the advent

1. The traditional signs of the advent are general and have
a large number of examples. One of these historical
traditions mentioned in the Qur'an is the occurrence
of disaster and torment due to oppression: "observe

how the fate of the agents of corruption was",® "the

(1) Mufid¢ (1992). Al-Irshad fi ma'rifa Hujaj Allah ala al-'ibad. v. 2¢ p.
375; Tusi. (1990). Al-Ghayba. p. 447; Tabarsi¢ (1996). 'llam al-wara
bi 'Tlam al-huda.V. 2¢ p. 284; Rawandi¢ (1088). Al-khara'ij wal-jara'ih
p. 1163; Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p.
460; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar al-jami'i 11 Durar al-Akhbar-i al-
A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢ p. 210; Yazdi Ha'iri¢ (2001). Ilzam al-nasib fi
ithbat al-Hujja al-Gha'ib (A.S.). v. 2¢ p. 122)

(2) Al-A'raf:86¢ 103.

\
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implicitly points to the Divine Sunna and subversion of every
nation and ruling- which one of the traditions of the history- and
predict the future of such ruling. However« this does not render
the advance« delay¢ or reversion of future events impossible.
That's why Imam (A.S.) uses "iser"(easier) instead of "mahal"
(impossible) since one of the Divine Sunan is that the destiny of
no people is changed unless they change themselves: "Indeed
Allah does not change a people’s lot unless they change what is
in their souls."™ "Unseen signs of the advent" have nothing to
do with historical traditions. They result from the knowledge of
the unseen and present a general perspective on the destiny of
the human and future nations« just as the traditional signs of the
advent do. Accordingly¢ these types come to the same resultss

though having different origins.

The unseen signs of the advent- which are considered defi-

nite- are three kinds:

First¢ the signs indicating the emergence of such people
as Sufyani¢ Yamani¢ and the murder of al-Nafs al-Zakiyya (the
purified soul).

Second: the signs indicting the occurrence of natural disas-
ters such as al-Khasf bi-1-Bayda' (Earth swallowing [Sufyani's

al-'uqul fi sharh akhbar Al al-Rasul. v. 26¢ P« 281; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar
al-anwar al-jami'i 1i Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar.c v. 47¢ p.
297.

(1) Ar-Ra'd:11
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the advent). Some of such signs include the conflict
among the people« the abundance of usury« decreasing

benefits¢ increasing corruption¢ and unbridled Arabs.

Here« two points should be kept in mind. First¢ the inherent
possibility of prediction is different from the occurring possibil-
ity. These kinds of predictions are not definite« just like their or-
igin-1.e.¢ historical traditions. There can be advanced« delayed¢
or reversed as a result of human will and power. However:« this
doesn't mean maximal specification. As the historical traditions
are general¢ the signs derived from them are also general. For
example« the hadith transmitted by Fazl Katib can be evidence
of the existence of the traditional signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.)
Advent: " he said: ... O Fazl! God does not hasten because of
His servants' haste. Verily:« it is easier to move a mountain from
its place 1s much easier than the subversion of a ruling that has
not come to its end."” "Then he said: son of so and so who was
the son of so and so and the list goes on to reach the seventh son
of so and so..."® According to this hadith« Imam Sadiq (A.S.)

(1) Kulayni¢ (1986). Al-Kafi.vv. 7¢ 15¢ pp. 274« 623; 5.Feiz-i Kashani¢
(1985).Al-Wafi. v. 2¢ p. 462; Hurr Ameli¢ (1988). Tafsil wasa'il al-Shi'a
ila tehsil masa'il al-shari'a. v. 15¢ P. 52; Majlisi¢ (1983). Mirat al-'uqul fi
sharh akhbar Al al-Rasul. v. 26« P« 281; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i li Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 47¢ p. 297; 3.
Bahrani Isfahani¢ (1992). 'Awalim al-ulum wal-ma'arif wal-ahwal min

ayat wal-akhbar wal-aqwal. v. 20¢ p. 393.
(2) Kulayni« (1986). Al-Kafi.V. 8¢« 15¢ pp. 274« 623; Majlisi¢c (1983). Mirat

\
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people from Abu Tahib descendants,” religious

factionalism¢ and ...

V44
5. The appearance of such people as Khurasani¢

Hasani< Maghrebi« etc.®)

Classification based on Human will in the formation of

the signs

Signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent are divided into two

groups in terms of the role of human will in their formation:

1. Events in the occurrence of which human will plays
no role¢ such as shriek (loud cry) in the sky which is
beyond human power and cannot be predicted. They
can only be predicted by the knowledge of the unseen.

Lty L )1 & g

These signs are most appropriately called as "al-'ala'im

al-Zuhur al-gheybi" (unseen signs of the advent).

2. The general events in the occurrence of which human
will and act play a role and are the result of histori-
cal traditions. These are predictable and can be called

"al-'ala'im al-Zuhur al-sunnati" (traditional signs of

370; Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢< p. 457.

(1) Hurr Ameli< M. (2004). Ithbat al-huda bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. V. 5¢ p.
370; Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2« p. 457.

(2) Nu'mani¢ (1976). Al-Ghayba. p. 290; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar
al-jami'i 11 Durar al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 52¢< p. 119.
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sets¢ decreasing profits,) and prevalence of usury.®

2. Political events such as Turks and Romans' settle- =
ment in the island and Ramleh« respectively,® the
arrival of the black flags from Khurasan,® unbri-

dled Arabs¢ and the conflict between three flags in

Syria and ...©®

3. Natural disasters like earthquakes,® solar and lu-

nar eclipse,” flooding of the Euphrates River.®

4. Religious events such as the appended of 60 claim-

ants of Prophecy,” the claim of Imamate by 12

(1) Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 457.
(2) Rawandi¢ (1088). Al-khara'ij wal-jara'ih. v. 3¢ p. 1133).
(3) (Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 457.

el ppldl sl )

(4) Fital Neishaburi¢ (1996). Rawza al-wa'zin wa basira al-muti'azin. v.
2¢ p. 262; Hurr Ameli¢ (1988). Tafsil wasa'il al-Shi'a ila tehsil masa'il

al-shari'a.

(5) Fital Neishaburi¢ (1996). Rawza al-wa'zin wa basira al-muti'azin. v. 2¢
p. 262.

(6) Fital Neishaburi¢c M. (1996). Rawza al-wa'zin wa basira al-muti'azin.
v. 2¢ p. 484; Hurr Ameli¢ (1988). Tafsil wasa'il al-Shi'a ila tehsil masa'il
al-shari'a. v. 7¢ p. 457; Majlisi¢ (1982). Bihar al-anwar al-jami'i li Durar
al-Akhbar-i al-A'imah al-Athar. v. 88¢ p. 147 & v. 88« p. 156,

(7) Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2¢ p. 457.
(8) Arbali¢ (1961). Kashf al-ghimhe'i fi ma'rifa al-A'imah. v. 2« p. 457.
(9) Hurr Ameli¢ (2004). Ithbat al-huda bi al-nusus wal-mu'jizat. v. 5¢ p.
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Classification based on their Continuity and discontinu-
ity

The signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) advent are divided into
connected and disconnected ones in terms of their continuity
and discontinuity. The connected signs are the signs occurring
at the very time of his advent¢ including the descent of Jesus
and the coincidence of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent with Mu-
harram¢ or Saturday and Ashura (10" of Muharram« the day of
mourning the martyrdom of Imam Hussain and his supporters).

The disconnected signs of the advent are divided into three

categories:
1. Extraordinary signs: the solar eclipse in Ramadan.

2. Signs related to the situation of the societies in
general: oppressive rulers¢ increasing corruption¢
and so forth.

3. Signs related to leaders of the right and the wrong:

Sufyani¢ Yamani¢ khurasani.
Classification based on the type of events

The events occurring before Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent

are five types:

1. Social and economic events such as decreasing as-
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Different categorizations of the signs of Imam Mahdi's
(A.S.) Advent.

Various classifications have been presented in explaining
the signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent. Some were derived
from hadiths. Some are classified based on reason. Some oth-
ers are categorized conventionally. Yet¢ other classifications
are based on personal¢ perhaps irrational¢ istihsan (discretion).
There will occur a large number of events before Imam Mahdi's
(A.S.) uprising¢« some of which are generally« perhaps mistak-
enly¢ considered as the signs of his advent. These signs have

been classified in different ways< some of which are as follows:

Classification based on the chain of transmission and

content

Habib-Allah Taheri has classified the signs of advent into
5 categories: unreliable single narratives (reported only by one
source) from unknown individuals¢ narratives dividing the signs
into definite and none-definite¢ narratives linking the signs to
the advent¢ narratives not mentioning such a connection. The
extraordinary signs and the miracles¢ narrative containing un-
usual signs such as the sun rising from the West.!. This classi-
fication is not logical and based on a single criterion¢ rather is

subjective.

(1) Tahiri. Sima-i Aftab.

\
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e The signs of advent in Quran verses."

e The semiotics of the advent (signs and conditions
of advent and intrigues of Apocalypse) and the

world after the advent.®

e Hadithology: A reflection on the hadiths on the

signs of advent.®
e The signs of advent from the popular commenta-
tors' viewpoints.®

Obviously« none of the given authors attempted to classify
the hadith on the signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent. Thus¢
the present study seems to be the first of its kind.

of advent in al-Ghaibah by Shaykh Tusi. International conference on
Doctrine of Mahdaviat. 12. 272292-.

(1) Khirallahi¢c Z¢« & Musavi¢ F. (2014). The signs of advent in Quran
verses. Bayyinat¢ 82240-229 «83/.

(2) Yadallah Panbeh-zari¢ Z. (2016). The semiotics of the advent (signs
and conditions of advent and intrigues of Apocalypse) and the world
after the advent. International Conference on Doctrine of Mahdaviat.
12.55129-.

(3) Sadeqi¢« M. (2003). Hadithology: A reflection on the hadiths on the
signs of advent. Entizar-i Zuhur¢ 3(8334-317 «(9/.

(4) Varmarzyar< M.« & Pur Sayyid Agaie« M. (2015). The signs of advent
from the popular commentators' viewpoints. Pazuheshhaie Mahdavi«
4(14)¢ 127159-.
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e Historical analysis of the hadiths about the signs of
the advent.®”

e The Signs of Advent« Khazra' Island or Bermuda
Triangle?®
e The relationship between Bani 'Abbas and the

signs of the advent.®)

e History: historical traditions and the signs of Ad-

vent.®

e Expressing the signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) ad-

vent.®

e Identifying the sources of the hadiths on the signs
of advent in al-Ghaibah by Shaykh Tusi.©®

(1) Hussaini¢ B. Bakhtiari¢c A.« & Izadi¢ T. (2018). Historical analysis of
the hadiths about the signs of the advent. Mashrig-i Mu'ud« 46(1)« 137-
162.

(2) (1992). The Signs of advent< Khazra' island or Bermuda triangle?
Tarbiat¢ 8(5). 3641-

(3) Hashemi« 'A. (2016). The relationship between Bani 'Abbas and the
signs of the advent. International conference on Doctrine of Mahdaviat.
12. 115148-.

(4) Razawi¢ R. (2006). History: historical traditions and the signs of
Advent. Mashrig-i Mu'ud¢ 1¢ 7598-.

(5) Khandaq Abadi¢ J. (nd.)(Expressing the signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.)
advent. Jame'i Ja'fariyeh¢ 13¢ 6971-.

(6) Bararic M. (2016). Identifying the sources of the hadiths on the signs
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Introduction

One of the definite promises of God that has been empha-
sized in Islam is Hazrat-1 Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent. According to
some narratives¢ some events will precede this advent< which
are known as the signs of his advent. Many books and writings
have mentioned some of these signs including 1. The rising of
Sufyani¢ 2. Al-Khasf bi-1-Bayda' (Earth swallowing [Sufyani's
Army] in the land of Bayda)« 3. The murder of al-Nafs al-Zaki-
yya (the purified soul)¢ and 4. shriek (loud cry) in the sky.

Signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) advent have been extensive-
ly mentioned in hadiths. Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) spoke about these
signs a lot. These narratives can be analyzed and classified idif-
ferently. The present study sought to answer the following ques-
tion:

What categories the narratives of the signs of Advent can

be classified into?
Literature review

The following writings have been published about the
signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent:

e The Mu'ud for whom the world is waiting: part of
the signs of the advent of Imam Mahdi (A.S.).®"

(1) Dawani¢ 'A. (1968). The promised one for whom the world is waiting:
part of the signs of advent of Imam Mahdi (A.S.). Journal of Darshaie
az Maktab-i lalam¢« 9(11)¢ 2630-.
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Abstract

Ample hadiths have been quoted from the infallible Imams
(A.S.) about the signs of Imam Mahdi's (A.S.) Advent. These
hadiths can be classified in different ways. The present study
aimed to investigate the categories into which these narratives
can be classified. The data were collected through library re-
search and were analyzed descriptively and analytically. The
analysis led to the following types of classifications of the had-
iths: 1. Their chain of transmission and content¢ 2. Their conti-
nuity and discontinuity¢ 3. Type of events¢ 4. Human will in the
formation of the signs¢ 5. Time« 6. Being Maktiim (apparent)
or Ghair-1 Maktim (non-apparent)¢ 7. Their certainty« 9. Their
importance. Each classification has its own function and is pro-

posed from a specific viewpoint.

Keywords: signs of Advent« narratives« classification.
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